‘These articles and information is brought to you by The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club, For more information please 
contact us at; 
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-- Warning Notice -- 
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‘The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club does not guarantee the quality of any information which is included in this or any 
other publication, Under no circumstances shall The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club be liable for any damages, losses, 
or injuries resulting from use reliance on the content of this or any other publication, Any reliance on this or any 
other publication content is at your own risk 


Asa precautionary measure, The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club strongly recommends that you contact a professional 
‘mechanic or restoration shop to check your work or answer specific questions 


-- Copyright Notice -- 


All rights reserved. All documents and publications on The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site or that can be down 
loaded from The 1937 and 1938 Buicks Club web site are protected under both U.S. Federal copyright law and 
international treaties. No component of this site, including text, images and computer code, may not be reproduced 
or copied in any form or by any means-~electronic, graphic, digital or mechanical, including photocopying or 
information storage & retrieval systems-without the express prior written permission of The 1937 and 1938 Buicks 
Club. 
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Us that time of the year again 
to buy our new 2006 calendar! 
We put it together using your 
photo submissions. Thank you 


calendar online at 
www.torquetube,com, Clicking the 
link will take you to the club's page 
and from there you can click on 
any of the two links you find and they take you to the st 
Or send $19.99, plus $4.00 for shipping and handlir 
1937/38 Buick Club, P.O, Box 21000, Oakland, CA 94620. 
[heard the National Buick meet was a huge success and 
that several “37 and ‘38 Buicks were in attendance, Member 
Bayard Guild (#1553) sent in these pictures of the Buicks that 
Were there. It's funny: all of them were black! 
= 
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| apologize for this short edition of “9th Cylinder,” but 
there were so many important stories to fit into this issue, | did: 
n't have time to say more. On a very important note, | am plan- 
ning on making this publishing year my last, so if you are inter 
ested in taking over The Torque Tube next September, please 
let me know. I recently took on a new job that has absorbed 
much of my free time, so I'm going to very sorry to have to say 
so long, 


Happy Motoring, 


Lb G0 


"COVER STORY 


OF MSTERY AND 
OTe ‘THES 


ichael MecMillen’s house lies perched 

on a hill above the grind and gristle of 

Oakland, California's city streets, 

safely tucked out of sight on a quiet 
tree-lined street. In his garage, a hulking machine 
is swaddled under a dusty. navy blue car, lying 
dormant like a creature that has been hibernating 
for a decade. The machine, a dark, royal navy-blu 
Buick 1938 81F, rests on a set of blocks like an old 
king on a throne, waiting for the prime moment to 
reenter the world and dazzle throngs of people who 
appreciate the car for what it is: an absolute rarity 

McMillen’s 81F isn't propped on blocks and 
shrouded in a dust cover for mechanical reasons: 
the car is Something of a fugitive, A domestic situa. 
tion had MeMillen hounded by a hungry lawyer 
and MeMillen was afraid the lawyer would discover 
the value of the car—over $50,000! 

Why thé high price? “Only 245 were built 
twelve are known to exist today and only three of 
four that | know of McMillen 
notes. It still remains a mystery as why th 
but Buick possibly stopped production due 
to the high price of gasoline and a low demand for 


the car, McMillen didn’t really realize how rare the 
car was when he first purchased it, “l assumed it 
was rare when | first bought it, but not as rare as it 
is now. | assumed there w few dozen 
left. Now the car is rated almost full classic 

He initially found his 81F at a Reggie Jack 
son auction in Oakland, CA in 1985. But first, a 
little bit of the car’s history before that fateful day 
“The car was purchased someplace in the Midwest 
McMillen relates. “Then it was 
Sold to the Navy (the Great Lakes Naval Cor 


‘at least 


possibly Chicago.” 
mand 


in Chicago}, during World War 11, Initially, the car 
was black, but they painted it dark blue, which 
Was the car's correct naval color. The seats were 
getting torn from the officers’ buttons from their 


coats, So they reupholstered them with Naugahyde 
Then the car was somehow surplused by the Navy 
shortly after WWII and it was driven up to Ali 
meda, California, in 1946. 

The 81F found « home in Alameda from 
1946 to 1969, Its owner drove it to work every day 
to the Alameda Air Station. It was then aequited by 
the Gitane Company, “A Cajun bunch from Louisi 
ana,” McMillen notes. “Their business was primar 
ily ng people up to Reno to gamble. Gi 
tane and his brother started acquiring a number of 

about thirty to forty— but then got into a tax 
bind with the IRS. They told the Gitanes to raise 
the money to pay the taxes, and when Mr. Gitane 
had passed away, Mrs, Gitane was stuck dealing 
with thar,” 

So the Gitanes had no choice but to auction 
their vast collection and, in the mid-1980s, put 
their cars up for bid at the Reggie Jackson auction: 
It was there that MeMillen, who was interested in 
acquiring an older car, came across the SIF. He 
especially loved the cars from the 1930s. “My dad 
had a 1938 Chevy 4-door sedan that looked very 
much like the 81F. I always liked the Chevy’s lines: 
and we had that car until | was 10. | was disap: 
pointed when it went away. So, when | decided to 
buy an older car, I noticed that the Buick was even 
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better, and had the same basic lines and that’s 
what attracted me to the car 
almost all of the cars built from 1936 10 1938 were 
ull pretty good-looking cars. When | saw the Buick, 
[thought to myself that | would never have an op- 
portunity like this again 

McMillen bid on three cars: the 81F (his 
first choice}, a 1936 Ford and a 1929 Chevy. He 
Was outbid on the other two, but remained dog- 
yedlly determined to get the Buick (The bidding be 
came so heated that McMillen even accidentally bid 
‘inst himself!). He was pleased when he won the 
bid on the Buick. Even after winning the car, oth 
ers were keen on obtaining the rare vehicle, but 
Mrs, Gitane remained steadfast was an in 
credible honorable lady,” McMillen states. “I was in 
the process of buying a new house 
and 80 | had nowhere to keep it, She 
would keep it stored at her home for 
had a place of my own. When | fi 
house, she returned the dollar to me 

McMillen then opted to show his newly 
gleaned prized possession at car shows. The shows 
not only allowed for the public to view his beauty 
but also helped him create other contacts in the 
world of classic Buicks. “When | showed it at the 
St. Mary's College car show, | met a couple that 
was with the Auction Era Historical Society, They 
put me in touch with a 37-38 Buick group. | then 
showed the car at St. Mary's (or Friendship Day) at 
the Stanford Linear Accelerator. There, Harry 
Logan came up and looked at the car, | made some 
kind of offhand comment like “reminds you when 
you were a kid,” and we became fast friends. From 
then on we went to car shows together.” 

‘The car was also shown in Silverado, and at 
the Dream Machines car show in Half Moon Bay 
California, as well as in Woodside for the Shriner's 
Hospital benefit. “It was shown in original condi 
tion and not for points or anything like that. The 
car seemed to draw a crowd everywhere I went. | 
looked around me and | saw much more expensive 


| also noticed that 


the time, too, 
said that she 
dollar until | 
ally bought my 


cars. | think that even though the car was more of 
@ patrician’s kind of car that doctors and lawyers 
owned, people still remembered it (and other 
Buicks) from their parents and grandparents. Less: 
attainable cars for the time, like Packards and 
Cadillacs, don't really hold a lot of memories for 
people. Also, cars much like the Buicks (and the 
Buicks themselves) have remained in the public's 
consciousness because they have appeared in do: 
ens of movies. The 81F itself was in Pearl Harbor 
and Schindler's List.” 

McMillen isn’t concerned with competitive 
showing, “I like something that is done right for my 
personal satisfaction, It’s also pointless to compete 
against people that have unlimited resources and 
are able to have a restoration job done completely 
with a checkbook with no bottom.” 

As far as the restoration required for the | 
car, McMillen states that, “Paint, upholstery, run: 
ning boards, and detailing in engine compartment 
all need work. All the mechanical stuff is func 
tional: the engine works like a charm and shocks 
and suspension are great.” The other piece that 
needs replacement, according to McMillen, is some 
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sheet metal that functions as a heating duct 
It runs from the engine, under the car and 
connects to the passenger compartment in the 
back. The duct serves to transfer heat from 
the engine to keep the passengers comfortably 
warm during the winter, but can unfortunately 
have the adverse effect when the car runs in 
the summer. McMillen plans to find ways keep 
his car cool, though. “I'm considering lighte 
ing the color up because it can get so tremen- 
dously hot in the summer. I'm thinking of a 
lighter cream or a very subtle tan color, like 
beige. We took that car to San Simeon once 
and it was so hot coming back up Highway 
101 that we had to get out and sit in the 
shade for while, No way to get cool air. The 
engine temp was awful. I've since put in an 
electric fan in front of the radiator and a recov 
ery system to recover 
the water, The peo 
ple that know this 
car claim that the 
blue is the best. But 
not only does that 
keep the car warm, 
the color’s Metalfleek 
[the metallic content 
that gives its blue 
shimmer] will ever 
tually fade in the 


the right person to do 
the interior and out 
side paint who iss not 
know-it-all, that does: 
nit think too highly of 
himself and won't | 
your head off wh 
You make a suggestion 
nd its your car.” He's 
made a few 
modifications himself, 
much ax adding « fuel 


MeMi pump in the back. “I 
that there hav would also like to set 
a few challenges in up dual voltage system 
restoring the car: to make the lights 
“Specifically,” he eat heater vent sh brighter, That 


notes, ‘it’s finding requires a dual voltage 
generator. I'd also like to add front 
running lights.” 

Soon enough, the car will hit 
the pavement again, now that his 
house has been paid off and hungry 
lawyers hounding for his car ha 
been kept permanently a 
McMillen, a part-time college pr 
Sor at the College of Alameda, in 
tends to retire and set his sights on 
bringing the 81F back on the road. "| 
now have a little bit of money to con: 
tinue restoring it. Now that the house 
projects are done, that's what | will 
be doing,” The world will undoubtedly 
be more than happy to see the rare 
beauty drive off its blocks, out of the 
quiet neighborhood and onto city 
streets again 


a 
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1937 —~1938 
BUICK CLUB 
EASTERN MEET 
AND TOUR 


May Ist — May 4th 2006 


Our Base Your hosts 
Days Inn John & Alverta Cover 
1535 Montgomery Hwy 5425 Caldwell Mill Rd 
Birmingham, AL 35216 Birmingham, AL 35242 
Phone 205-822-6030 Phone 205-991-6109 
Room rate $53 per night Fax 205-991-6109 
Mention 37-38 Buick Club Email coverj@asme.org 


2006 EASTERN MEET REGISTRATION 


erry Zp. 
PHONE. EMAIL 
YOUR CAR - YEAR MODEL 
Will you need trailer parking? 
Registration Fe $10.00 
Monday May 1, 2006 
Arrival Dinner # persons 
Tuesday May 2, 2006 
Southern Museum of Flight # persons X $3ca $ 
Whistle Stop Café # persons X $11 ea 8 
Barbers Motorcycle Museum # persons X $10 ea 8 
ie dinner # persons X $12 ea s 
Wednesday May 3, 2006 
Jack Warner Museum # persons X $7 ea $ 
Tannehill State Park _# persons X $5 ea s. 


Thursday May 4, 2006 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens (Includes lunch at Café de France) 


# persons X $i5ea $__ 
Arlington Antebellum Home # persons X S2ea 8 
Vulean Tour _# persons X $5 ea $s 
Banquet Chicken _ or Park: Loin X $30¢a 8 
TOTAL: $s 


A deposit of $50 would be appreciated with the balance payable upon your arrival. 
Please make checks payable and return by April 1, 2006 t: 
John E. Cover 
5425 Caldwell Mill Rd., 
Birmingham, AL 35242 
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When Your Car Won't Start 


What Would You Do? 


Simple Screwdriver Tests Following a Systematic Procedure Will 
Help in Spotting the Trouble When You Are Stuck on the Road! 


hen you are out on the road, with no 
service station or telephone nearby 
and your car stalls, what can you do? 
Ifyou have a screwdriver and a little 
automobile sense, you can do a lot. You can also 
do a lot with these two things right in your own 
garage if your car stalls there. And even if you dis- 
cover that the trouble is something that you aren't 
equipped to fix yourself, you can at least give the 
shop mechanic the proper clues and be sure that 
he brings the necessary parts to get you back on 
the road in a hurry 
The chances are that the trouble will be in 
the fuel system, or the ignition, most likely the lat 
ter. With the ignition switch turned on, you can tell 
immediately whether you have gas in your tank 
for the gas-gauge needle should register. If you 
have gas, take a look at the ammeter. Its needle 
will show a slight discharge, which is proper; it 
may swing completely over to show a full dis 
charge, or it may show no discharge at all 
‘Turn off the ignition switch quickly if the 
needle shows discharge, for that is a sign of a 
ground between the switch and the coil, and it 
could burn off the insulation. Search out the 
ground and repair it. If the needle shows no dis- 
charge, it could mean a dead battery or that the 
breaker points in the distributor are open, or it 


seep into one of the cylinders, 

To determine what part of the starter circuit 
is at fault, turn on the light switch and step on the 
starter again. If lights go out, or become dim, the 
trouble is probably in the battery or its connec- 
tions. Clean and tighten the battery connections 
and the cable terminals, and replace any doubtful 
looking cable if you have a spare one. The battery 
itself may be tested with either a hydrometer or « 
voltmeter if one of these is available, A hydrometer 
reading should indicate more than 1,250 specific 
gravity for a battery that is in good condition, while 
a voltmeter reading taken across the positive and 
negative posts should indicate about six volts (or 
close to whatever the voltage of your system hap 
pens to be). 

If the lights remain bright when the starter 
button is pressed, the trouble may be between the 
battery and the starter, or the starter switch may 
be at fault, Try the connections in this part of the 
circuit first. If they are clean and tight, look for the 
disorder in the starter or starter switch. 

Should the ammeter needle refuse to budge 
when you step on the starter, it means there is no 
current flowing, This may mean that the breaker 
points in the distributor have been burned, or that 
there is a loose or broken low-voltage wire or con- 
nection between the distributor and the ammeter 


may just be stuck, 

When the ammeter needle shows a 
slight discharge, it indicates that the current 
is flowing. You will already have tried your 
starter; that’s how you know you are stalled 
But step on it again, and this time note 
whether the engine turns over freely, for if it 
does, then both the battery and the starter 
are functioning properly. If the starter is slug- 
gish, however, it may be because of a weak or 
defective battery, or the battery terminals 
may be loose, corroded. or dirty. It also may 
be caused by a mechanical failure in the 
starter or starter switch, or by a broken cylin- 
der-head gasket that has allowed water to 


CONDENSER 
TERMINAL, 


SCREWDRIVER — SCREWDRIVER® 
CONDENSER 


CONTACT POINTS “Smee 
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With a screw- 
driver, ground 
the low- 
tension wire at 
the distributor 
terminal: If 
you don't get a 
spark with 
this test, the 
current is cut 
off somewhere 
in the connec- 
tions leading 
aback to the ammeter. Working backward, ground 
cach of these connections with the screwdriver un- 
til you come to one where you get a spark. The 
trouble will be found at this ¢onnection, or between 
it and the distributor 

Ifyou get the spark at the distributor termi- 
nal, it is an indication that current is flowing at 
least that far, and it is usually a safe bet that the 
fault will be found in the distributor—most likely 
the breaker points will be burned off or dirty. Take 
off the distributor cap and check the condenser 
terminal and the condenser hold-dawn serew for 
tightness; then examine the condenser lead wire 
for a break. Should these things be found in good 
condition, open and close the breaker points and 
watch for a spark. If you fail to get one, the points 
must be cleaned and adjusted, 

This cleaning can be done effectively 
enough in an emergency with the abrasive strop 
from a book of paper matches, with a knife blade, 
with the sharp edge of a screwdriver, or with any- 
thing else convenient that You can use to scrape 
the scale from the contact faces, If you have no 
gauge for setting the gap, a quick adjustment can 
be made by using a piece of newspaper folded into 
four layers, This thickness will be about .020 
inches, which is the approximate gap setting for 
most distributors. 

Suppose, when you are on 
the starter, the ammeter showed a 
discharge of from 3 to 5 amps and 
the needle fluctuated rhythmically 
This 3-to-S-amp discharge is the 
normal current the ignition coil 
draws. Fluctuation of the ammeter 
needle, which is caused by the 
opening and closing of the points, 
indicates that the current is getting 
to the points. Should the ammeter 
register between 3 and 5 amps, but 
remain motionless when the engine 
is turning, start looking for a short 
somewhere in the distributor, or the 
low-voltage lead connected to the 
coil. 


EMERGENCY 
PAPER GAUGE—Ay 


BREAKER 


in making the adjustment 


There is a good chance that you will find 
the short in the condenser, so check this first by 
inserting @ piece of paper between the breaker 
Points to keep the current from flowing to the 
ground. The ammeter needle should retum to zero 
if the condenser is good. If the needle still registers, 
take out the condenser hold-down screw and move 
the condenser away from the distributor. Should 
the needle now return to zero, the condenser is 
shorted and the current is leaking through its in- 
sulation. Unless he has been forehanded enough to 
take along a new condenser, there is not much 
that the average motorist can do about this except 
to thumb a ride or start walking toward the nearest 
service station or telephone, 

Another way of checking for a defective con- 
denser is to examine the breaker points, If the con- 
tacts show a distinct blue tinge with a hard scale 
on the surfaces, the condenser is leaking. To check 
further, crank the engine until the breaker points 
open; then tum on the ignition switch and bridge 
the points with a clean screwdriver blade. If there 
are no sparks, the condenser is defective. For fur- 
ther proof, disconnect the condenser wire and 
again bridge the points with the screwdriver. If the 
screwdriver does draw sparks this time, it is a sign 
that the defect is in the condenser. 

Should the ammeter-starter test prove OK, 
that is, the needle shows a discharge of from 3 to 5 
‘amps and fluctuates when you press on the starter 
button, there still may be trouble in the ignition 
system, or there may be a stoppage in the fuel sys~ 
tem. Look into the high-voltage circuit first. Re- 
move the wire from one of the spark plugs and 
have someone press on the starter button for you; 
then, while the engine is cranking, hold the termi- 
nal of the wire "4 inch to 3/8 inch from the engine 
or spark plug base. If you get a fat spark that read- 
ily jumps the gap, the trouble is in the spark plugs 
or in the fuel system, 


Before going any further, 
wipe the outside of the plugs to 
remove any dirt or dampness that 
would short-circuit the high 
tension current and then try to 
start the engine again. Should it 
still fail to start, remove one of the 
plugs. If the plug is wet around 
the base, it is an indication that 
the fuel system is all right, and, 
naturally, that the spark plugs 
are at fault. Remove all of the 
plugs, clean them, and set the 
gaps. An emergency adjustment 
for this last procedure can be 
made by folding a piece of news- 
Paper into five layers for use as a 
gauge. Always bend the side elec- 
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you can't see into, If the motor then 
catches but stalls again, fuel isn't get- 
ting into the carburetor. 

You can check the operation of 
the fuel pump by disconnecting one 
end of the fuel line from the pump to 
the carburetor and then cranking the 
engine, Fuel will spurt out of the line if 
the pump is working. If it doesn’t, 
check for clogging in the line from the 
tank to the pump, before putting the 
blame on the pump. Disconnect the 
tine at the inlet side of the pump, re- 
move the tank cap, and blow through 


FUEL LINE 
TO Pump 


TANK 
CAP 
REMOVED 


FUEL) 


the Line. There should be a gurgling 


trode, never the center one, when changing the 
ap, as there is danger of breaking the insulation. 

If the spark plug you first examine is dry at 
the base, check the fuel system, You can make a 
quick test by simply removing the air cleanser and 


= 7 Er me 
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looking down into the carburetor throat while the 
throttle is jiggled back and forth. If there is fuel in 
the carburetor, the accelerating pump will push 
gas through the pump jet. The choke valve should 
be checked—this valve should be closed when the 
engine is cold. If fuel is reaching the carburetor 
and the choke won't close, the engine can be 
started by covering the carburetor throat with your 
hand to prevent the entering of air while the engine 
is cranking. Don't choke this way after the motor 
catches; vacuum created can injure your hand se- 
verely. Try priming the carburetor if you have one 
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sound from the gas tank if the line is 
open. In addition, be sure that the air 
valve, or the tank-cap pinhole which permits air to 
enter the tank as fuel is drawn out, is functioning 
properly. 

If the pump seems at fault, remove the 
sediment bowl and clean the screen; then replace 


them, being sure that you have an airtight fit, Use 
a new bowl gasket. if possible, because it is some: 
times difficult to get an airtight fit with an old one 
Ifyou have no new gasket at hand and the bow! 
won’ fill up after being replaced, you can weld the 
old cork gasket by heating it with a match, but 
take care that you do not set it afire. Should the 
pump still refuse to function, it will have to be re 
moved and repaired—unless you have been fore: 
handed enough to carry spare a pump or a dia- 
phragm. 
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1937 - 1938 BUICK CLUB 
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By: FRANK FREDA, SANTA BARBARA, CA 
Phone: (805) 969-7500 
Email: frankfredaacox.net 


WORQUE TWIBIE 
TECHNICAL INIDIEX 


The technical index, approx. 30 pages, is completed and 
available to all Buick Club Members for $ 5.00 cash or 
check prepaid. Any copies of any articles will be available 
for $ 1.00 per article, postage included. 


‘The index was compiled from reading all 37/38 Torque Tube club 
magazines issued from 1982 to the latest issue, 7/2005. More than 
850 technical references are logged. Some are duplicates, due to the 
different approaches taken by Buick hobbyist. No effort was made to 
determine the accuracy of the technical information, neither does 
the index make me an expert to give advice on 37/38 Buick's. 


The purpose of the index is to create a complete Torque Tube library 
of all technical articles written over the years by hobbyists and make 
them available to all Club Members and 37/38 Buick enthusiasts. 
Some articles are only a few lines, some are a few pages and some 
are reprints from factory bulletins or service manuals. 


The index has five columns, as follows: 
1, File column - My personal numbering system 
2. Volume column - Roman numerals 

3. Number column - Issue numbers 

4. Page column - Page article starts on 

5. Article column - Articles in alphabetical order 


If you are interested in receiving the index and/or any articles, 
please send your request with cash or check to my home address: 
Frank Freda, 345 Ridgecrest Dr. Santa Barbara, CA 93108 


Please include with your request for any technical articles my per- 
sonal file number in the first column to the left. 


It was a joy to read all the issues published by the Buick Club and to 
compile this Index. 


Frank Freda, owner of 37 Buick-46C Sudan Blue Convertible, 48 
Buick Super Black Convertible and seriously looking for a nice 
37/38 Century Sedan. 
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A special offer now available for the 
first time through Torque Tube Magazine 


The 1937-1938 Buick Club 


LICENSE: PLATE BADGE 


Plate Mates’ and The 1937-1938 Buick Club 
have teamed up to bring you these custom. 


crafted license plate badges, They are 
exclusively designed with "The 1937-1938 
Buick Club” name and logo. 


The clubs logo appears in its distinctive 
colors - red, white and blue with a gold 
border. The oval format is reminiscent of 
authentic antique plate bac 


These badges are carefully crafted from a 
lity heavy brass and finished with a 


high-q 


rar gloss baked epoxy 


An added attraction to any BUICK, these 
plate badges are only available here through 
this publication! 


A portion of the sales will be donated to the 
1937-1938 Buick Club. Take this opportunity 
to adorn your antique Buick for only $19.95. 
ded), 


(shipping and handling inclu 


Send check or 
money order to: Please allow 2-3 weeks after 
Plate Mates Co. receipt of order for delivery 
Box 91 Sorry, no cash 


Middleboro, MA 02346 
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Sticking Carburetor 
Throttle Shaft 


For ‘37 all series Stromberg 
and '37 40 series Marvel CD-1B 


When the engine is hot there have been 
some cases of carburetor throttle shafts sticking 
when you have an automatic choke attached to the 
carburetor. This may be caused by the tongue 
the end of the throttle shaft being a trifle too long 
Where it engages the choke camshaft. Heat expan- 
sion will cause an end thrut on the chi 


shaft, consequently, friction on that part will be 
very high. This may be re 
extra choke gasket, Part 
tween the choke and the 
The end of the throttle shaft may also be 
filed off sufficiently to relieve end thrust an the 
choke camshaft, but this 
the carburetor throttle shaft from the carbur 
throttle body 
The tai 
should also 


eved by 


tles disassembly of 


on the carburetor throttle shaft 
checked fro 
centrally located in the rece 


raightness and for 
of the throttle 


TECHNICAL 
TIPS 


body in order to prevent side load on the choke 
camshaft. If bent, it may be relo 
bending back the correct alignment of the throttle 
shaft in the carburetor throttle body 


ted by carefully 


‘These distances must b 
the same on both a} 
within .0l0*, 


TECHNICAL 


Many times the crystals can break or crack 
on the ‘38 clocks. This condition is caused by im. 
proper spacing of the clock mounting flanges. 

Before reinstalling your clock after replac 
ing @ broken crystal, check the spacing between 
the lugs on the back of the glove box door and the 
mounting flanges. The flanges should be bent to 
provide 1/32" clea: s shown in the dia 
to the right, If this distance is greater than 1 
puts a strain on the crystal when the mounting 
ightened 


Clock Crystal Breaking 


For all '38 series 


Loon staneR PLATES 
OSASSEMNED 


70 
PuioaT REMCNAL & 
INSTALLATION OF CLOCK 


TORQUE TUBE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2 


TECHNICAL 
TIPS 


Fixing 1938 
Hood Rattle 


TECHNICAL 
TIPS 


Ash Trays Aligning @ 
Adjusting for 1938 all series 


Buicks from down under: featuring Jim Casey's (#1387) Buicks. 


11 has been said that Buick hit styling 
‘high point in 1937 and reached the highest 
Pint In 193%, Quite often 
histry the second vers 
‘8s usually more reined. George Ht 
‘Dammann's book Seventy Years of Buick 
stlaned the 1938 models ax “abuately 
boeauatut 

The calendar year sales tipped at 
171905, 9 decrease of 28% over 1997. with 


Buick having 86" 


Buick $ BEST FOR 1938 


Buick woul! have heen the fst major . 
did wot corn to et until 1958, Ford 
In 1965 und 197, 1 name & fw the day and years 10 


1 prince wan that Buck, 


‘Calitoc nod Oktmebite persevered with 


year of eve aici eolend 
the lat ofthe Convertible Phaeton where uly 


76 damowte ama 170 export adele wer 
atuced 


THE 1938 BUICK 
MODEL 40 IN THE UK 


The Buick in the post-war period was 
» fm favorite th well-heeled Brits who 
oul afford that type of ear an its runing 
Conte Buicks sold th 
Cana 0 reserve the wal Commonwealth 
preferences which kept the price around £510 
for the Viceray Model 40) sedae or saloo 
which was the smallest of the range. Buck 
advertising was headed “Canada Calling 
Britain’ Remember suur 
founded the Empire. Suppor the Empire. Br 
a Buick - Built» Canada, The 

The Autocar magazine road tested a 1938 
Buick on February Il, 1956 the top speed 
over the quarter mile was 84 mph, 0-60rapb 
cs 173 veconds, with braking from 30mph 
fm dry concrete. 29 feet, ated 


5 were exported from 


BUICK IN AUSTRALIA 


Compared io overseas, Holden production 
was low volume and total sales fr 1937 for 
is From Cadillac 19 Vauishall was just 
000 oF was equal Yo ne goed selling 

A Buick ‘model 


ide hedhes 
popular GM models from 
Chevrolet, Pootise. Buick 


Auto 


Page 30 Resor Cars 4170, May-fun 2005 
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4} chansis and front sheet metal Wi 


Line emg rom husrtun Bock oaveting For 
{18 showing the Oyatah engine sd consrcson 
oft abt Melton boy 
dL aSlle/Casillg, th 
to the imported front chi from 
the dash and cowl which iachided a driving 
den es 

{han 3,000 pressings. This meant Toca ies 
were cheaper In prove than iaported ones 
because they were subject Wi heavy darts 
to protect the body building istry. In 
retrospect the Australian motor adustry at 
swe have tay would probably not ens mat 
for the tariffs protecting the industry during 
the 1920s und 1930s 

Buicks were popular with politicians 
snd those in the top end of town, plus wel 
to-do farmers and thote in the horse racing 
dustry. Sales in 1938 for Huck in Aust 
were god and only bettered 
poswar period. they al 
Oldsmobile snd Pontiac for 1988, The rest 
Aussie Buick was the 1938 all-enclased coupe 
(slope) with only 3 being produced (see 
phoupraph above. 


dame ries 


{Conaiteod ty many 96 the bent ooking Much eect WBA Where ccd Yor ut the YOST 8 
Buiche Tha model» Cuntury Fou Postenger Spert Coupe etd 6-5 es price when new was 
USS" 226 and oy 1.801 ure ull pe 38 tar aap 


hes HU) 


4103840 Ford Sue 
ey 


“wows 


de or 
Up t 


THE FEATURE CARS 
1938 BUICK 
CENTURY SEDAN 
By Jim Casey 


To begin with 1 own two 1938 Buick 


Cemueys, & Model 61, four door trunk back 
sir wheel equipped, and a Model 665 coupe, 
Wis wheel equipped. Both are Fisher bodes 
Jeft hand drive. The sedan was purchased in 
‘Chicago, USA, n October 1998, the coupe in 
‘May 2004, 1 had them shipped in & 20 fot 
container tw Botany Bey and drove them 
‘home to Ulladulla, NSW. Each cor i fully 
registered and are used as often ax passible 
‘by my wife, Fone and myself 

sedan 1s lovely to drive and 
hos ide whitewall tyres 06 you can 
tev. It is asuperh handling ear especialy at 
Inghwy speedy of 60 m0 Amp It has avery 
saftride de tocol yprings front and rear with 
ood shack absorbers. (Toyota Land Cruiser 
1080-¥6 shock alworbers fit perfectly well) 
The engine, « 320c sroight eight has plenty 
oftorque, this correallylowes to accelerate wp 
‘ls. The petal mileage is surprisingly good! 
‘at Mpg (US), but only on the fat, holing 
$0-SSmph, ouhorwize about 11-1 Spy (1 
‘no bad for such a heavy ar. 


The sedan was completely reconditioned 
‘n 1977, including imerior. paint and engine 
and was ther only used sparingly, about 
4,500 miles. 

Tetook me evo anda half years 10 collect 
all the history on the past owners. Me ofthe 
‘search was done from Ausiraha with one trip 
bac tothe USA to folie fcts. 4 lor of dead 
ends smpped me bur same good people came 
forward and kept me going, 

intend to keep both cars in their original 
stare, lft hand drive, and with their authentic 
Fisher body accessories. 4s Nou are aware 
Holden dd their own thing with the imported 
chassis GM sent them, They did a great job 
but | prefer the original 


THE 1938 BUICK COUPE 
The neviy acquired 1938 Century coupe 
{found tn the Buick Tarque Tie’ magazine 
for our 1937-38 Club, with  decen or 40 
‘Australian members tty sent 10 me every 


‘other month. The editer, Harry Logan, now 
‘retired, owned the coupe and four other 1937- 


38 care Since it was for sale. [jumped atthe 


chance to own sucha rare car. with any 19] 
prodeced. 

Holden 10 my knowledge dién¥ produce 
coupes of this mature The cur was fully 
restored by Dave Lewis Restorations in 1994 
8 A frome off job and fully documented 
with over 130 color photographs. 1 have the 
photo album. I met with Dave in Springfield, 
‘Uinais, in June 2004, and we had @ great 
‘ime talking Buicks, porticalarty about this 
‘compe. Every nut, washer, bot, serew: plate 
ponel. ee was disassembled, reconditioned 
‘and reassembled. The result ls @ brand mew 
1938 Century coupe Since restoration, the 
car has travelled only 2.500 miles of which 
Yhonne and I pat om 900 mules driving the car 
Irom San Francisca 1 Som Diego on Highway 
1, the coast rood, absolutely the thrill of my 
Nfetime 


The car performed flawlessly. Thote 
Buick engineers im 1958 knew how 10 design 
‘and build @ great car and Dave Lewis stwck 
10 the oripinal specification The red leather 
upholstery war installed in (989 and i war 
‘not touched by Dave. It shows some wear but 
‘no erwcks or splits. Some tender care and it 
will be great 

Everything on the car works of course, 
ll ight, including dash. clock and glovebot 
The car is remarkably quiet and I con’ help 
‘but compare itt the sedan Being 400 pounds 
Lighter it handles eatlly ond runs great at 70 
MOmph. Thir car wax built for speed. it hed 
the class record (that is 1938 Century coupe) 
for 25 yeurs until 1953, when VAs finally 
cough up to and passed the big straight eight 
overhead valve design. Not a had record 
for an engine that wor basicaly unchanged 
since 1931. In California. the Ford people 
simply hoted to roce against a stock 1938 
Century. you mar have heard some of those 
stories. Terry Dunstan's book, ‘The Buick, A 
Complete History, bas some interesting tales 
tell obout Buick racing events. But hock 17 
my coupe. 

The car was originally built at the Los 
Angeles plant and sold 19 a lady im Ketchum, 
‘Idaho. When she died she ‘willed’ the car 10 
2 close relative He sold the car In 1978 t0 


4 gentleman in Lions Bay, British Columba, 
just worth of Vancouver in Canada. Here it 
‘receiveda minor restoration. na engine work, 
‘2 new paint job and atker minor details 

The car was then sold to: man in Crown 
Point, Indizma, im 1981. This mun sold the 
car four years later to 2 man in Winchester, 
Virginia. This owner hoppened tobe a 1937 
38 Club member and then sold the car to my 
frend, the Club Editor, Harry Lagan, of Los 
Alto: California. Harry tok the car direcly 
‘e Dave Lewis Restorations and there i stayed 
for four years. geting @ complete restoration 
Dove told me that the car was remarkably 
free of rast or any serious damage. 

T was lucky enough 1 meet 90 many 
‘owners and others involved with these two 
‘cars Inthe cose ofmy sedan, only the original 
owner has persed away. With the coupe, only 
the first rwo owners are deceased. I1has been 
4 fot of fun chasing down these cars amd the 
‘people who owned and drove them over the 
years 111s @ lle difficult when 1 am so far 
‘may from the sources, but it give me a good 
reason to go hack to my home town, Chicago, 
cand do oll these yood things. Cl 


198 BUICK CENTURY MODEL 6 SEDAN 
Frame Number 12271233, Engen Me 9407221 
‘Bad Date: Oc27, 17, Fire Megan 
Sold By: AW Breyer 8 Co, Nort Nabraa, 
‘OWNERSHP HISTORY 
{138 Fe and Cathy Dosh Nero, Nebraska, 
14) J te a, Nora 
1966 Loy crn Pen Nebraha 
1970 Cayo Lena, Maro, Nebraska 
194 Mav il, Pre, Nbr 
198 Srey wt Tp Sten, Way, Nebaa 
1977 Chases 8 Jarre Wien, Csr, Waconsn, 
1079 Fa ich Fras, Labe Mis, icons 
1980 Har ae Ace Han, Patge, Waconan 
8 Vy Base Me Poped toe 
198 en at Lune Casey, Kinga Pont, NSW, Asa 
‘SPECIFICATIONS 
WAKE Back YEAR TH WOOEL 61 SERIES 6 Contry 
Scan OWNER a (ase Cay "BODY TIPE. 
{Soto Sas wok ach. Adverinhd ured 
ect $1207 Frome her SETH. Enger 
(GATT Baty Mont 8 Fade Boy Mabe 
Seusts EA Preston 1230 pot Praucon 
2m To roduson T2573 Export Proucon UB 
tM owe Tea A Mode Ter Bu Production 
"eh. Paaengers 5 When 3. Shing Woh 
ba SunardPreccon ye Sun 1270 Oploal 
‘See owes HS Engen Conn ON Born 
17, Bonk 438. Eng Gch peed 3212 
Ege SAE Teac Tt Adverand 6 B00, 
‘he se mei Sango 8 te tad th 
Aen et aa re ca T Sh 
Tre sera manta cease ane a can 
1 Fat M2 Sauh GOL =e Al Te wgne 
‘ue ti aed oe os og 8 
re ere sexes oa eb Pe eh 
{aw Farmyard 4 ee aad 
eg cf ew 3 ps ed slo 
ate ch we mer a Ty ese 7 
‘Re atoes wee to me we od ell 
ete cl ws nee ta KA 
Snes cnewr ote a sate th 2 
Seng ees omy ne ey et pte 
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Reprinted from Motor Age, September 1937 


ervicing Buick rear axles isn't any more 
difficult than servicing other types of axles 
and while every mechanic has overhauled 
rear axle assemblies of various makes and 
ns, the service procedure as recommended by 
Buick factory is of considerable interest. Fur 
thermore, a good deal of the Buick procedure is 
applicable to other makes of axles, 


All 1937 series of Buick rear axles are of 

floating tube type with the load carried on 
the axle shafts. A torque tube is used to take 
torque and driving reactions, with the exception of 


the 1937 series 40 and 60, which use hypoid re 
duction gears. All series use spiral bevel pinion 
and ring gears. In this connection, the same ad: 
justing procedure is followed for both spiral bevel 
and hypoid gears. 

‘On 1937 models the hob flange is forged to 
be integral with the axle shafts as shown in the 
illustration, 

On the serie 
tained by the horsesho 
the differential side 


40 and 60, the shafts are re 
or “C” washers recessed i 
s; end thrust on the ge 
is taken by a steel spacer block in the center of the 
differential. Clearance of the spacer blocks and 
axle shaft ends should not exceed .008 inches. 

In the case of the 80 and 90 series, the end 
thrust is carried by a malleable casting and the 
shafts are retained by a nut and cotter pin. 

To remove the axle shafts, remove the 
wheels and then the horseshoe washer or nut and 
cotter pin (whichever the case may be) from the 
inner ends of the axle shaft. The axle shaft can 
then be withdrawn 

Two leather oil are used on the rear 
wheels of all Buick 1937 cars. The inner seals are 
pressed into the housing. In the case of the 40 and 
60 series, the oil seals can be taken out by remov 
ing the backing plate and a spacer. The outer 
tainer can then be removed. Next, pull the bearing 
so the inner oil retainer can be removed. 

‘On the series 80 and 90, the 
din a retainer 


1 seal is as- 
sembl which is bolted on the brake 
backing plate, Removal of the brake backing plate 
permits removal of the retainer. Then, after pulling 
the wheel bearing, the inner oil seal can be with 
drawn. This retainer shouldn't be bolted up tight 
until the axle shaft is in place in order to permit 
the seal to center itself on the axle shaft 

In addition to the outer retainers, there is 
also an oil baffle at the differential ends of the 


L 


QERVICING Puck 


fixes 


When, as the result of improper or insuffi 
cient lubrication or other abuses, it becomes nec 
essary to replace the pinion and ring gear, the first 
step is to raise the rear end of the car by means of 
a chain hoist. Remove the axle shaft, then discon: 
nect the universal joint, brake lines, and the spring 
from the rear axle. The rear axle assembly can 
then be rolled ont from under the car. 

Remove the differential cover and then the 
caps from the differential bearing. This will permit 
removal of ring gear and differential assembly. Drill 
out the ring gear rivets, using a 3/8-ineh drill. (Do 
not cut rivets with a cold chisel, as this will distort 
the differential case.) 

ext drive out the rivets, taking care to 
back up the case. After removing the ring gear 
check the ring gear flange on the case for run-out 
Mount a dial gauge can do this. If the run-out is in 
excess of .002 inch, the case should be trued in a 
lathe or replaced. 

With a file 
the rivet holes 
the case using 5/16-inch-diam 
alternate holes, Then rivet th 
flange, placing the rivets in the ho 
bolts. Do not work around the gear when riveting 
but, after heading up one rivet, the next one to be 
headed should be diametrically opposite the first 
Rivets should completely fill the rivet holes and 
should extend 5/16 inch beyond the flange before 
headin 


remove any burrs from around 


Do not heat the rivets but use 
fixture and rivet set for the job. 


a riveting 
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Cheek for run-out at the back of the gear 
which should not exceed ,006 inch, 

Now to replace the pinion, file off one head 

ht pin, which passes through the shaft 
coupling and the propeller shaft. Pull the pinion 
shaft from the propeller shaft using a special 
puller. Pry up the staked section of the pinion 
bearing nut and remove nut, gripping shaft on 
splines. Press off pinion front bearing using blocks 
under outer race, 

To reassemble with the necessary new 
parts, drive the bearings on the pinion shaft using 
a piece of tubing that is sized so that it bears di 
rectly on the inner race. Assemble pinion-bearing 
nut and, alter drawing it tightly, stake it into the 
notch of the pinion shaft 

Assemble pinion shaft to propeller shaft 
using a special pusher. Then, using a new pin, 
rivet over both ends. 

In connection with the installation of a new 
pinion and ring gear, which are only supplied in 


1950-30 
1930-40 
1930-50-60 
1931-850 
1931-860 
1931-880-890 
1932-33-34.35 
1932-33.34.35 
1932-33 
1932-33-34-35 
1934-35-36 
1936 60. 
1936 

1937 40. 
1937 ‘80 


sets, the Buick Company supplies a container of 
Hypoid S.A.E, 90 lubricant, the same used in pro 
duction. New gears must be “broken-in” the same 
as @ new car, even though this special lubricant is 
used, 

There are two methods by which the pinion 


and ring gear can be adjusted. One is the familiar 
white- or red-lead method. 

With the latter method, the gear teeth a 
given a light coat of the lead and the gears are run 


slowly with the engine in first speed and then re 
verse, Also, apply the brakes. By examining the 
contact marks on the 

mine whether the pinion should be moved forward 
or backward or whether the ring gear should be 
moved to the right or left. Details of this test a 
given in one of the illustrations, 

The other method of pinion and ring gear 
adjustment utilizes a special gauge. A definite set 
Ung for pinion depth is determined during manu. 
facturing by testing each set of gears, These set 
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tings are marked on the toe end of each pinion and 
read plus or minus 4 nominal amount in thou- 
sandths of an inch 

A plus marking indicates that the pinion is 
to be set away from the centerline of the axle. That 
is, toward the front of the car. A minus marking 
indicates that the pinion is to be moved toward the 
centerline of the axle. The method of mounting this 
gauge on the 1937 Buick rear axles is illustrated. 

The setting gauge carries a table with the 
nominal dimensions for the various cars. The 
nominal dimension figure shown is the amount the 
micrometer pointer is moved from the zero mark 
for each different model’s pinion depth. 

To locate pinion adjust micrometer the 
mount should on the table. This is the nominal 
setting for the pinion. Next, move the micrometer 
pointer the amount given on the end of the pinion 
gear. Ifa plus mark is shown, adjust pinion in or 
away from the centerline of the rear axle, If a mi: 
nus mark is shown, adjust the pointer out or to- 
ward the centerline of the 

The next step is to place the gauge in the 
differential carrier pedestals and, with the pointer 
against the end of the pinion, move the pinion in or 
out using shims until the pinion is at the nominal 
depth, plus or minus the amount marked on the 
pinion 

On all 1937 Buick cars, the pinion depth is 
controlled by means of shims placed between the 
other row of the double row ball bearing 
shoulder on the housing. Adding shims mo 
pinion toward the center of the axle. 


The Buick Factory instructions for the ad- 
justment of the differential side-bearing are 
as follow: 


1—Remove the adjusting nut locks. 
2—Back off right bearing cap screws one and on 
half turns and tap cap lightly with hammer to fre 
bearing race and adjustment nut 

3—Mark positions of both adjusting nuts. 
4—Watch outer race of right-bearing turn with ad. 
justing nut, as nut is slowly backed off and stop 
when the race stops turning. Mark this new posi 
tion of the adjusting nut and return to original po: 
sition. Repeat the procedure, backing off the ad- 
justing nut and stop again when the bearing race 
stops turning with the nut. This should be the 
same as before and the number of notches between 
original position and “free” position the nut are the 
“notches tight” of the bearing. The correct adjust- 
ment must not be less than I notch or more than 
11/2 notches tight 

5—If the bearing race did not turn when backing 
off the adjusting nut, the bearings have “lapped” 


free, or one of the bearings has “locked” and 
turned on the hub of differential case. Before in: 
vestigating further, determine how loose the bear- 
ing was by drawing out the adjusting nut until the 
outer race just starts to turn with the nut 
6—Equalize the adjustment between right and left 
bearings; ie.. if the race started to turn with first 
movement of the nut “in” but did not turn when 
backing “out” of the nut, tighten the right nut one 
notch and tighten the left nut one notch, for a tou 
of two notches tightened overall. 

—Draw down cap screws lightly and tap both 
caps with hammer to permit seating of bearings, 
and then tighten down cap screws, 

NOTE: When differential side bearing adjustment is 
found to be less than one notch tight, investigate 
the cause. Look for side bearing loose on hub of 
differential case for ball bearing failure 


Ring Gear Backlash Adjustment: 


1—Thoroughly wash 
gear and pinion with el 
2—Inspect adjustm 
as instracted above. 
3—Clamp dial indicator, which is 
in .001 inches, to axle housin 
dicator button bears against the working surface or 
ring gear tooth near the other side of the gear 
and to indicated movement in the direction that 
the 
4—Lighuly rock the gear back and forth to take up 
all clearance between the teeth of the gear and pin 
ion, using care that the indicator light is adjusted 
to gi readings. Very important: this 
should not be less than ,006 inches. or me 
than .010 inches for new gears; however, there can 
be a slight inen 010 inches for gears 
which are not worn. jg 


oil from gear teeth of the 
gasoline. 
nt of differential side bearing 


TUBE NOVEMBER/ DECEMBER 2 


TORQU! 


ADS FOR CLUB MEMBERS ARE FREE! 

nee. the Torque Tube will ne if you ask, The best way is to e-mail or 
mail your ad. usiness ad rates, 

Mark Jordi 


After your ad has appeared run it one more ti 


-ourages membership in the Bi 1b of America. Information on membership can be obtained 
by calling 614-41 e-mail beaolficeabuickelub.org, 


T9G8 Roadmaster Parts 


H 37 Grille in vg condition... $500 Bumper brackets..$100 set 

' 37 Grille set, needs re-chroming... $200 Gas tank straps. $40 pr 

i 38 Grill in vg condition... $500 Headlight housings...820 ea 

{| ‘G8 Front fenders, excellent condition. $500- $1,000 pr Hood sides...8125 pr 

H 38 Grill, left half, good condition... $15¢ Hood side stainiess...$40 pr 

' ial hood, vg condition... $1¢ Hood top pieces...6150 pr 

I side panels, va condition... $100 set wuard (inside rear ferder)...$40 
i He lid, good condition... $100 ne piece (ahieet metal... 

f 38 Doors, many, what do you need... $100 ea Radiator “U" with beadlight panels...875 


‘27-38 Bumpers, vg condition... $100 ea. Rear window reveal moldings (exterior)...$50 pr 
Misc. heads for both series engines... § Running boards (3 sets) prices per sel 
‘Small series engines... $100—$30¢ $60--$180 


Running board brackets (bd blstd & primed)...$50 


Lots of 38 parts. All prices, plus St M 


Shipping and t 


dling extra 


Lloyd tkerd (#1612) 
t 949-640-8200 
elzfargoumsn.com 


Bill Rossiter (#947) 
16165 Reiner Cir. , Riverside, CA 92504 
951-789-0022 


Axles (pair), good. 


1997 Buick Special Parts For Sale Front brake drums..835 ea ' 
Rear broke drums, $35 oa ' 

Rear stocks (pair), goods...$15¢ Used brake shoes, good. ..630 pr ' 
Bell housing cover...615 Radiator, good core needs minor repairs..$100 

Fan blade...810 Dash, good...675 H 

Pan pulley..$8 Garnish moldings for four-dgor..call i 

Front spindles (pair), exe.$100 Rims 16" (2), good. .$45 en ' 
Grille (repo) left side nowe,..$125 Oil pan..$ H 
Front nhtray..$10 Lifter cov ' 

Water pump (needs rebuild)...82 Lifter assembly... $40 H 
Sun visor chrome bracket (left), vg. $20 Headlight bucket (left).$2 ' 
Robe escutions good...$10 pr Steering column...$75 H 

GV defroster or heater motor (n.0.-f./new)..$15 ea, Front wheel bearing, 2 sets, used, vg..$35 pr. | 


Heater/defroster switch (taupe), lights, after market...$1¢ Brake backer plates...$20 ea 
' Map light...$5 
| ‘Trunk emblem license plate glass (clear)...$10 The larger, heavier items below | will nat ship, but { will be | 
Set engine pans (pair) very good...$50 willing to bring ther to 2005 BCA Nationals. 
' New 50 cp bulbs for headlights... $12 pr 
New 50 cp bulbs for driving lights...$12 pr Transmission...$125 Block...$100 Head...875 
32 ep headlight bulbs...$5 pr Crank..$50 Nose assembly...512 
32 ep driving light bulbs... $5 pr 
Wheel hubeap clips, N.O.S....call Jerry Root (#422) 
Tail lights complete, good...$65 pr 71 South Pollard Drive, Fulton, NY 13069 


Torque tube...$100 
Differential gears, complete...$1 
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1937 Roadmaster sedan passeniger side front 
fender-nice shape, one minor crease...8125 
‘One gas cap, nice condition, 85 
Bumper guard needs rechrome...$7 
Voltage regular 1,0 4.5. eriterion brand in original 

box..$35 
Please add 15% for shipping 


Roadmaster doors, front & back exc. $20 ea 
Inside garnish molding except windshield...$30 
‘OSS. molding except hoot, all..$40 
Radio...$150 
Special hood top & sides...$100 
Roadmaster wheel fender, poor shape with brackets,..$250 
Used piston & rods...$10 ea, 

Rear window shade roller & brackets...$20 


Lewis Cohen (#584) 
‘58 North Racebrook Rd. 


{Two 16-inch wheels for a 1998 Buick Special 
+ Will accept best offer. Good condition. Needs to 
be refinished, 4 


1 pr. running boards, with new rubber cavers, ..$250 
{installed on the wrong sides, but easily re-installed properly) 
1 pr. headlight buckets,.875 
Original windshield wiper vacuum motor...835 
‘Orginal 4.40/1 rear axle ring and pinion gear with drive: 
shaft...200 
Original 3-speed transmission...280 
Original dome light...87S 
‘Chrome turn signal unit (after-market) $35 
Original intake and exhaust manifolds, with rebuilt Stromberg 
Gartvuretor and linkage, exhaust riser, valve works, $250 
6.50K16" Firestone bias-ply tires, in very good condition with 
Tubes..$300 
Original 6-volt starter motor..$75 
Original 6-volt generator...875 
Original split front bench seat, with new beige cloth and vinyl up» 
H hholstery...$200 
1 pr. original door handles, one locking. $75 
Onginal trunk handle,..850 


Rick Yost (#1704) 


1938 ALL SERIES 40 PARTS 


Complete engine—tess intake manifolds. In 
cludes starter, Hl 
ken, carb, air cleaner, eto—ran but amoked | 
when removed...$350 Transmission..6125 | 
‘ANY RESONABLE OFFER PLEASE! 
1 DON'T WANT TO SCRAP IT! 


Jerry Mak (#1812) 
343 Eastern St. New Haven, CT 06513 


reverse idler gear thrust washers. 
$3 ea. 


H 1937 


Front lower motor mount..$15 40, 60 ser, pinion bearing lockmut...83 
40 ser, 2nd speed gear...$45 40 ser. intake, exhaust valves, specify...$8 ea. 
40 ser. main drive gear. $45 Rear-axle pinion bearing lock screw. 81 

40, 60 ser. differential bevel side gears...$20 ea. 40, 60 pitman shaft bushings...$15 pair 
40, 60 ser. locking door handle, 1st type w/offset shank. Headlight dimmer switch, n.0,r:8...$10 

t $30 ea. ‘80 ser. outer front wheel bearing,..$25 ea, 

H 410 ter. steering gear ptman arm...$30 40, 60 ser, intermediate steering arm bearing kit, 1.0.08 

' 1933 $30ea 

{40 ser, clutch selease rod adjustment nut..$4 Outside door handles, used. 3°73 5/16" shats, 4 18/16", 

H License plate lamp lens.4 3.4", 5's" tall.$10 ea 

H Temperature gatige ascernbiy.. $100 40, 60 ser. left steering kmucide with bushings...840 


0.7-6...825 € 


80, 90 ser. pitman arm...$30 40, 60 lower outer pivot pin kit 
Right tailight door, used...$10 Ignition point set...$7 ea, 
80, 90 ser, differential side gear bevel thrust washers...$3. 


' 
H = Al parts mo.n. except as noted. Add 15% 
{40,60 ser. outer tie rod ends, n.01.2..$20 ea S200 cee poses 

' 15e7—1938 

i 40, 60 left front shock ubsorber..$125 Bob Graves (41136) 

| 40.er. Transmission, 2nd and Sra peed sites yoke. 21 Ferry Rd, Salisbury, MA 01952 

H $15 978-463-0718 
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For Trade } Four 1938 Hirsch reproduction hubcaps for GM built car. 
Never been installed, All four: $280 plus shipping. 

Intake manifold for '37/'38 320 engine, sandblasted 

and painted with POR 15 manifold paint To trade 


for intake to fit a'49:320 engine t 


For Sale 4 

Later 320 engine water pump cores suitable forte. 1 b~ 

building, Part numbers 339915-6 and 1396756-16. | 7, 
‘ 


1941 Buick 40/50 Series, NOS front exhaust manifold piece 
with heat riser (for split exhaust with dual carb set up) 


$1 each ‘$250.00, plus shipping and handling 


Front half of “flywheel cover" plate to fit a Dynaflow 
to. 320 engine, Part number 1328296, $10, 


Malcolm Fischer (#1746) Alberta, Canada 
sandguysutelus.net 
403-742-1663 


‘Complete differential for “38 special. 
this from a low mileage (37,000) car. $100.00 plus 
shipping. 


1938 Buick Special parts — 
Rimu (5) 16" black with white stripes, including beauty rims eS ne 
and hub eaps...8350 
Strnight-8 engine and transmission, approx. 69,000 miles, 
‘good cond...$1200 
Rear axle and front axie,..350 
Will not ship parts, but open to offers 


{ two pieces of rear-door window glass to fit 193841, | 

{They're tinted glass; I'l send them to 

+ cart use them for no more than the cost of ahippitg 
Chris MeLaughiin (#1632) H 

‘53 Church St., Stonington, CT 06378 Foal Detneehl P1948), 


1997 Buick Roadmaster 81 4-dr Sedan 
Fenders, nose sheet metal, grille, doors, trunk lid, frame, ete 438 Hubeaps vg ~ no cracks...$85 
Call or e-maail me with needs, 60-80 Series dry air cleaner unit...$150 
60-80 Series closed car radio and speaker...6175 
Jim Garrett (#1826) "38 Tail lite complete.”.$110 
207-929-8035 or patjimwsacoriver.net "38 Dash radio grille,..850 
"38 Grille...200 
- os '38 Hood ordiment. 660 
” ‘38 Inside & outside door handles & knobs, some 
‘Two 16-inch wheels for a 1938 Buick Special. Will accept with keys...820 to $70 
best offer. Good condition. Needs to be refinished. ‘37 Clock complete but fadted...840 


Rick Yost (#1704) 
805-374-9093 
rednyldaol.com Art Fensod (#1758) 


‘37 Buick Century fenders, good condition...$50 plus $ & H. 


Dick Schnitzer (#1393) 
248-685-2829 
mschnit354i¢comeast-net 
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‘37 Auxillary speaker...$75, 
‘37 Master heater...$75. 
'37 LS Stromberg AA2...$250 
‘38 Master heater with defroster...$100 
'38 Special rims exe. cond...$75 ea, 
‘38 Special 3.60 rear end complete,.$600 
‘37 &38 parts: 
LS air cleaner...$125 
Limited dome light.$75 
‘Coupe opera seats complete... $600 
LS sparkplug cover...$100 
Sidemount lock...$25 


Sap aa ss easene sone eeny 


1937-1938 Parts for Sale 


‘37 repro, silkscreen glass speedometer, radio and clock... 
$100 
New ‘38 Century Stainless “hood hinge"...$175 
'S/M badges Buick...565 
‘88 Century hood sides, left and right...150 
‘38 Century hood, left side only... $75 
‘38 Century hood sides, left and right...8150 
'38 Century hood side, right only...$50 
‘38 Century hood side vent, right and left...$75, 
38 Century hood stainless...$75 
‘38 Century hood lock mechaniam...850 
Large series fuel pump rebuilt..875 
‘38 Special hood, right and lefi, with hinge...6150 


‘38 NOS. right grille half, not plated, excellent...8190 
'37 & 38 N.O'S. grille bug screen w/ Buick logo & hard 
ware...8180 

‘98 Battery lock with key, excellent...$54 
‘37 & 38 sidemount lock with key... $65 

‘37 & 38 N.O.S, sideview mirror w/ thermometer (non 
convertible)..$225 

‘37 & 3B .N.O.S, Delco coil..$95 

& 938 N.OS. Delco voltage reg...8175 

‘7 6 ‘98 guide headlight lenses (pnir left & right)...$25S 

47 & 38 ignition switch box, good, used...$40 
‘97 bronze ashtray with front-end casting of car 
N.OS....$215 
‘37 three vibrant color posters 21°/ 16", full color, rare & 
frameable...850 
‘37 & 38 Buick Safety Legion license tag metal badge 
original...$75 
‘37 & 98 N.O.S. gas tank door lock, in box with key and 
instructions.,.883, 
‘38 Clock deletion plate, engraved with Buick 8.. 
'37 & 38 Fulton intenor rearview mirror green fip down 
lense...857 


| Piston rings for a 40 series, 1938-style pistons. They are 
‘ standard size. $80, 


William Schwantes (#878) 
9973 County Valley, Glen Haven, WI 53810 
608-794-2406 
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aire $125 
‘SS & LS generators...$75—$100 
‘Horn rings...$100 
Century running board cores...$300 
‘Special running board cores...$200 
Call w/ your needs, always parting ‘37 & 38s 


Dave Tacheny (#997) 

11949 Oregon Ave. N. 

Champlin, MN 55316 
763-427-3460 


‘38 Special hood sides, night and left..$150 

‘38 Special hood stainless, left and right...$120 

38 Special tail lights, pair...875 
‘38 Special front suspension, hub to hub...$200 
Lange series dual carb manifold...8250 
“¥" pipe to create dual exhaust, .850 
38 repro grill, left and right, cast aluminum...8250 
‘SB Special radiator, .$75 
“38 heater,,.$50 

Shipping will be added to all purchased parts and is not 
inchided in price above, 


Rod Phillips (#1644) 
913.481.6763 


i 
' 
‘ 
‘ 


‘35 to 40 Series 80/90 master cyl, kit Deleo, 
N.OS,, rare...870 
‘38 instrument cluster original, exc., complete, ..6200 
‘38 radio with knobs, not tested but complete andl excel 


lent...$270 
‘37 & 38 Red Crown ait stem caps, set af four,.612 
‘37 & 38 cowl mount antenna, N.O.S., all mounting and 
leads, exc...$167 
‘38 Buick Announcement Magazine, full color foldout, all 
models..$185 
‘ST & SB Convertible rearview mirror,..$260 
‘97 & 3B instrument light and map light switch original... 
$55, 


‘37 & 38 16-inch series 80/90 wheels, exe,,.$400, set of 
four H 


Vince Truant (#1220) 
1537 Charmuth Road 
Lutherville, MD 21093 
410-321-1938 


‘37/'S8 Intake manifold—complete 
‘37 Hendlight bucket 
Lower running board molding (one only) 


Frank Cwilda (#1111) 
608-547-9039 
608-339-6297 
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PARTS 


1937 horn ring for steering 
wheel 
David Watson (#1863) 


Huheaps for 


Stromberg carbs for 39 
‘AAV. 26 for la 39 
AAV. 1 for small series 38, 
NOS starter sw 
Complete rebuildable carbs 
Dave Lewis Restoration 
3825 South Second Street 
Springfield, Il! 62703 — 217-529-5290 
Fax 217-529-8452 


38 and ui 


series ple 
hes for both ‘at 


hokes 


Complete rebuildable 1937 special 


engine and transmission 
He 

Frank Freda (#1838) 

frankfredas cox.net 


805-969-7500 


Two i 
hield wiper Lransmixsions f tt 


1938 901, 


Jan Burry (#1478) 
315 Manitou St, Northfield, MN 
55057, 507-663-0931 


Front drivers side bumper brackets 


Rear trunk hold up latch for 338 Spe 

‘al 

Daniel Gray (#1837) 
916-721-3334 


DELCO. REMY Distribute 
1110801 (fits 1938, 1939 & newer} 
prefer NOS, or a re-built with the 
Delco tag still on it 
DELCO-REMY ignition coil #5268 | 
(fits 1930's Buick through 1939} {} 
prefer NOS, or really good condi 
tion used 
John Koutre (#593) 
2331 Rainbow Dr., Plover, WI 
34467 
715-341-6188 


Kim Cousineau (#1884) 


949-640-8200 


xd anc 


WANTED 


7 McLaug) 1938 Buick Factory Accessories Catalog 
Dave Gelinas (#1078) 
1131 Hayward St. Manchester, NH 03103 
digaworldpath.net 603.0668.5587 


7 or 1938 Special/ Century € 
4+-door Sedan 
nditi 


937-38 Buck | invertible 
le seat com: | 


ster 
hardware 


d sound 

pos 

nt window frames, solid rechromable 
(front door) 


Front seat in ge » to re-Lph 


. lid rechromable 


2 removable 


» build o 


iuding deck li, 
Garnish moldings, solid rechromable 
1p prices paid for good solid parts. No junk 
John Sauers, 620 Wright Loop 
Williamstown, NJ 08094 


Lloyd Ikerds 
(#1612) 


f rear fender for @ special 
Dave Hill (#1755) 
916-962-3020 


1937 Roadmaster rear bumper 
gravel guard and running 
board's rear gravel guards 

rect Spotl 

avy duty ofl bath air 
‘Limited 90, 


‘Wayne Miller (#1870) 
0 


John Welby (#1497) 
1665 Shipman Rd, 


Jemount thread covers stainless steel trim pieces for a 1938 Buick Spe 
936 thru 1938 Bs 
red out a substitute 


peliewe the 1 icks trim pieces will work. Or has anyone 


Herbert Sutton (#4) 
3760 Cleveland Hill Rd. Roseburg, OR 97470 
541-672-8414 lrosewmesi.net 


1936 OR 1937 Roa 
Pinion gear 


aster pinion gear, part no. 


1, ring gear, part no, 1287781 


36 Century ring and pinion gear set, pinion gear part no, 12942 
ring gear part no. 1294230, 
‘Tom Greer (#1378) 
499 Hubbardston Road 
Princeton, MA 01541 978-464-7725 


Good working set of trunk supports 
for a coupe 


Ken Hamilton (#1880) 
362-430-7769 
obhikenwearthlink.net 


Ed Johannemann (#1769) 
703-360-4779 or Marjorie 315-947-5312 


a Excellent restoration project, little ru 
parts m ay |! train in place but not drivable, 2nd ov 

Pat Jacobs tout, $2 riginal title buyer responsible for removal 

360-568-3212 and transport 


patlyndellayahoo.com JW. Pascoe (#881) |} 


906-786-4322 


Chris Straub 
610-751-6032 


All parts box 


The car is solid with H 
very little rust, no major problems. 
tored 60 mi fDallas,TX | 
Will take best offer, I lost interest and 


workplis ' 

| Jon Kaufenberg (#1881) 
320-214-7411 

§k28194 yahoo.com 


Bob Flechtner (#1792) ' 
5608 Encore, Dallas, TX 75240 || 
Bobu Padgett.com 
207-338-0832 


4 door trunk back, owned f 
Blue, 82377 miles, excellent runner 


holes and track 


Gus Schissler (#745) 
Springfield, OH 
937-399-0767 


F 38 Buick 2 door convertible 
John Quartner (#1829) 
410-241-1414 


j Dor sedan 1937 Buick Ce a 
H ar asa regular driver, quick |! sidemounts, in rea f 
{ sale, will pay market price tion, Does not have to be ati Berit padhtavgcniniget 
H Frank Freda (#1838) show car, but no projects. | tins 

H Santa Barbara, CA Mario Alpini 610-517-7872 | Walt Lapic (9999) 

| trankfredawcox.net 805-969-7500 || Qualitymechanicsscomcast net 


724-843-8206 


COLE SHIRT 


a) |! 


WHITE T-SHIRT $18.99 STICKER (oval) $4.99 


THESE ITEMS NOW AVAILABLE ONLINE @ 
httpx/wwwucafeshops.com/tarquetube 


If you don't have internet access 
you can send your order directly to: 
1937 - 1938 BUICK CLUB 

WALL CLOCK $18.99 P.O. BOX 21000 
OAKLAND, CA 94620 


Please add 15% for shippingand handling 
? Please include shirt size . 
——_ 
y ) =>) 


LARGE MUG. meine 
ws — 
$14.99 ‘STAINLESS STEEL 2006 1937-1938 
hag at a 
sooth ry 
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Welcome to our New Members 


Ed & Joyce (#1897) 
667 Zion Rd., Baraintown 
Egg Harbor Township, NJ 
08234 


Richard Paley (#1898) 
17 Lancaster Lane 
Chestnut Ridge, NY 10952 


Walter Palubiski (#1899) 
6209 S.W. Arvor Grove Dr 
Corvallis, OR 97333 


Brian Fyoek (#1900) 
325 Sanrue Dr. 
Johnstown, PA 15904 


Alan Wilson (#1901) 
1601 Pebblestone Rd 
Courtice, ON LIE 2H1 
CANADA 

37-80C-5 


Alan Wilson (#1901) 
1601 Pebblestone Ra 
Courtice, ON LIE 2H1 
CANADA 

37-80C-5 


Ronald Carlson (#1902) 
19320 Citronia St 
Northridge, CA 91324-2111 


Curtis Coulthard (#1903) 
508 Lawndale Drive 
Pearisburg, VA 24134 


Wink Vogel (#1904) 
6950 King George Hwy 
Surrey, B.C. V3W 421 


Paul Nielsen (#1905) 
2260 W. 25" § 
Los Angeles, CA. 94620 


John Sullivan (#1906) 
23 Sunderland Ave. 
Rutherford, NJ 07070 


Stephen Cudlip (#1907) 
112 Porter St 
Oglesby, IL 61948 


Don Helmrich (#1908) 
1254 Wild Rose Drive NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 


1937-38 BUICK PARTS 


Roy Reilly (#1909) 
7825 Bryant Ave. North 
Brooklyn Park, MN 55444 


Charles Fellows (#1910) 
321 Gus Rallis Dr. 

El Paso, TX 79932 
38-41-7 


Everett Archibald (#1911) 
503 Country Rd. 
Windsor, VT 05089 
37-61-5 


William Hamilton (#1912) 
2955 Lakeside Dr. 

RR #3 

Orillia, Ontario L8V 6H3 
CANADA 


David Chaney (#1913) 
16127 B. Newton Pl 
Tulsa, OK 74116 
37-468-7 


Michael Lewis (#1914) 
522 Allola Dr. 
New Brighton, PA 15066 


38-40-8 
Brian DePouli (#1915) 
3026 Silver Birch Dr 
Charlotte, NC 28269 


3881-7 


Nestor Murillo (#1916) 
2511 Wood Opal Waty 
Osnard. CA 93030 
37-46S-5 


A VARIETY OF 
NOS, USED & 


REPRODUCTION PARTS 
Gauges, Handles, Mirrors 
Interior Detail Items & Plastics, 
Helt Molding, Fuel Sending Units, 
Some Mechanicals PLUS MUCH MORE! 


FOR A FREE LIST, CONTACT. 


AL BELL BUICK PARTS 


4982 Bubner Circle 
Sarasota, FL 34241 
Phone: 941-927-3588 
Fax: 941-926-8224 

: buickpts@comcast.com 


SPECIALIZING IN BUICK PARTS 1919-1958 


NOW AVAILABLE! INSIDE 
FRONT and BACK PAGE FULL 
COLOR ADS 


For competitive rates and information 
please contact the editor Mark Jordan. 


TORQUE TUBE 
P.O. BOX 21000 
OAKLAND, CA 94620 


Mark Jordan: 415-203-4180— 
torquetube3738ayahoo.com 
www.torquetube.com 
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1937-1938 Buick “HOOD HINGES” 
AU Stainless Steel Reproduction of the Original Trim 
Orders Cut To Length: To Fit Your Model and Your 
plus 9195, (CA) 


Bob alty Parts 
9282 Sungold W: cramento, CA 95826 


(916) 362-2597 


Iino 
29-5 


1904-1965 BUICK RESEARCH SERVICE 


More information and detail about a 


Additional sale s and 
1938 in the "Valve-In-Head Arch es a listing of reference material 
that can be p 


1937 BUICK HIGH QUALITY VIDEO 


1937 Buick video made from the onl py of a 16mm black & white 


p purposes, 


produced by Buick Motor Division in ve been made by 


TEED. $39.95 including shipping 


P.O. Box 405 
chohy@aol.com = web site: wow. OldBuickArchive.com 


1937-38 BUICK 


PN 


DOOR WEATHERSEAL SPONGE 
Glue-in, DW-378. $2.40 AUTOMOBILIA 
Gipin Dwa0.. Sars Sa 
Clips, WC-80. $0.90 ea a = GEARSHIFT: pes 
DOOR BOTTOM SEAL Wb tne Tvendes GS-96 $2500 
ahess siideae ane RUNNING BOARD INSULATORS. 1937-38 " 
TRUNK SEAL-SEDANS.1/2 Wide, by lareese peop ae asia ! o 

me eae ssc Ra7eS. __.Set of 8__$179.00 

Sedere. 3M Wie 

RETA Na ABO HOOD REST PADS. 1937:3868Per.co, TP 
TRUNK SEAL For COUPES. 5/5 xt ‘HR-378, sovmeecoree woven GS.75 8. 

‘Sponge. TL-269. $2258 

V2 x1 x18 TL-1129. 449.50 ‘1937-38 Floormats; 


Brown of Black... $225.00 ea, 


CLUTCH& BRAKE PEDALS Sr 0.60 (3 
Bia... CBM... $7 260 PLASTICDASHKNOBS_oK-I718.s600 


bc semi hat a PLASTIC DOOR HANDLE and Window 

PEDAL FLOOR SEALS; All Models ete ita 
FS375. $13.75 or OUTSIDE DOOR HANDLE CHROME 
1937 oneri Accelerator PEDAL Se 40.60 leper ei 
1 FERRULE & 1 GROMMET Per Sot 
Block.__AP-37B...... $39.00 | H atu 
Brown. AP-37BN. $40.00 = popes it 
1998... F380. 38.50/Set i 0 

SHIFT BOOT. 1957-38 Series 40 Ont! Soon ReRROU wae RILLANCA ONL 


ck $10.00 
Brown $2100 
‘Series 80-90 Black Only... $10.50 


‘$20 Refundable it Returned Within 30 Days 
DF-TOOL $3950 


1938 TRUNK HANDLE/LIGHT MOUNTING 


GLOVE BOXES. $30.50 ea. OL pt acetal 
CARB. KITS: 
CeoMe. Biteh 591.80 MOTOR MOUNT, FRONT All Models 


ound PADS. 3 
CK37XS._ Stromberg. $37.50 bi paar Feng rer 


ae HCQ7_. $64 0a Z 
wun é 
VISOR) VANITY: MIRROR, Wore set oF 4. $118.00 T 


M378, $28.95ea] 


SOME OTHER TEMS WE STOCK; Beanngs. 
Decals, Engine Paint, Shop Manas, Parts 
Books, Bory Books, plus more 


LICENSE PLATE FRAMES. Chromed Brac 
Lesage. $6200Par 


fry we ekheaee + SHIPPING (Uriess otherwise noted on Invoice) 


Lower nner Bushings $24 50 pee ee aoe 
Vie Rod End. 127.00 000-80, Be Cicer: $995 


BOB S AUTOMOBILIA BOX 2119 ATASCADERO, CA 93423 TELEPHONE (805) 434 - 2963 
VISA - MASTERCARD -DISCOVER CATALOG #52 $6.00 or ONLINE at; bobsautomobilia.com 


TORQUE TUBE NOVEMBER/DECEMBER 2005 a1 


TH — ; a : 
Hampton Coach 

Buick 1927-19ss Chevrolet 1916-1954 
Upholstery Kits~Panel Sets~Carpets~Tops~Fabrics 


I 1-888-388-8726 ~ www. hamptoncoach. com 


RESTORATION SERVICES 
=—— 


| 
Famine Ptr eg 
| “wot ere a BSA tr tema 


| 1927 they 1959 


WIRING HARNE E ~ BUICK RESTORATION SERVICES: 
P.O. BOX442, PERRY, MICHIGAN 4872 


WIRING SYSTEMS THRU 1953 
© HAND CRAFTED WITH THE 


FINEST MATERIALS 


| 
| 
(Seer | 
| 


EACH SUPPLIED WITH: 
‘« LIMITED WARRANTY 
© INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS 


JB Donaldson 


2533 W. Cypress St 
Phoenix, Arizona 85009 
(602) 278-4505 


© SCHEMATICS 


ALSO OFFERING: 
© WIRING SUPPLIES 


3 CATALOG OR INFORMATION $5 


Beautifully Recost 


STEERING WHEELS 


Call or write for brochure 


ES UNLIMTe 


bea 5 
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